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SECTION - A

I. Answer the following in about 50 words each:

           (10 × 2 = 20)

1. “There is a house now far away where once
I received love….”
Explain the importance of the “house”.
2. My father, sceptic, rationalist,

trying every curse and blessing

What is the mood of the father?
3. And he left us

a changed mother

Comment on the words “left” and “changed” in these lines.

4. “We were only human. We lacked the grace. We lacked the brilliance. We lacked the magic to dance like God.”

Why does the speaker say these lines?

5. “The tyrant doesn’t deserve to be considered among the faithful. And then, he killed his own father during prayer time, after all”

Who is the “tyrant” and what does the speaker imply?

6. “I realized while I complained of loneliness that that yard, which seemed empty and deserted, was teeming with life.”

Bring out the context of these lines.

7. “We often had animal visitors that were not welcome.”

 Explain this statement providing at least one example of the ‘visitors’.

8. “When we look inwards we find a limit to our knowledge of the inner life.”

 What does Dr. Radhakrishnan mean by this observation?

9. “He realized that he had no alternative; he must play the role that Velan had given.” Bring out the significance of this decision.

10. “She sulks in a room all day. I do not know what to do. It is possible that she is possessed.”

Identify the speaker and why the speaker reacts this way.

SECTION - B

II. Answer any FIVE of the following in about 150 words each choosing not more than THREE from either part.

                                  (5 × 8 = 40)

PART A
11. Write a short note on the “Indian English” satirized by Nissim Ezekiel in “Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa T.S.”
12. How do you understand the relationship of the poet with his father in the poem “Obituary”? Explain.
13. Examine the circumstances behind Tughlaq’s decision on shifting his capital from Delhi to Daulatabad and the consequences of this choice.
14. Examine the play “Brides are not for Burning” as a feminist text.
PART B

15. How does Radhakrishnan argue that the view of man in Asia is similar to that of Europe?

16. Comment on the style of Nirad Chaudhuri with reference to his autobiography.

17. Critically analyse the relationship of Tyagu and his wife Ganga.

18. Attempt a character sketch of Rosie.

SECTION - C

III. Write TWO essays of 300 words choosing ONE from each part.         (2 × 20 = 40)

PART A
19.  a) “I am certain that my plays are a true reflection of my time, place, and socio- 
    economic background.” Critically evaluate this statement of Mahesh Dattani’s   

    with respect to his play “Dance like a Man.” 

(OR)
b)  Attempt a study of ancient Indian poetry and bring out the essence of 
     Indianness  as reflected in these prescribed texts.

PART B

20. a) Consider the novel The Guide as a portrayal of the transformation of self.
(OR)
b) Discuss Naipaul’s A House for Mr. Biswas as a depiction of Indian culture in the 

    Caribbean. 
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